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Newsletter Volume 8 June 2021 

Foreword 
elcome everyone to the eighth edition of the FSDR newsletter. You will probably 

have noticed that there has been a significant hiatus since our last edition. This 

was due in part to a decision to scale back the frequency of the newsletter and 

to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. We recognized that the already excellent 

UniPID newsletter covered much of the information that the newsletter offered. As such, we 

decided to scale back the FSDR newsletter to focus on FSDR-specific information, FSDR 

events, and publications by members (if you want to share your publications to be included 

in the newsletter, you can email them to christopher.chagnon@helsinki.fi) – and encourage 

sending information on upcoming events, opportunities, publications, and such to be 

included in the UniPID newsletter (unipid-info@helsinki.fi). This meant only releasing a 

newsletter around each major FSDR event during the year (3 – 4 times per year) – however, 

with covid cut back on the number of events. However, we are glad to be back now and 

believe that this current mode and schedule will help ensure sustainability of the newsletter 

for the future. 

Beyond this, there are other changes in communications. The FSDR has taken up a new 

system for storing member data to ensure compliance with the GDPR, and is also in the 

process of migrating to a new mailing list. As such, on August 16 we will be deactivating the 

kehitystutkimuksen-seura@helsinki.fi  address, and migrating to a new list fsdr-

list@kehitystutkimus.fi. Moving to the new list will also lead to a change in the way the 

mailing list is managed. We are planning to migrate over all names currently on the mailing 

list – if you do not wish to be migrated to the new list, please email info@kehitystutkimus.fi by 

18/6 with your request. You will also be able to unsubscribe after.  A significant difference 

with the new list is that while anyone can sign up to the list, only members in good standing 

will be able to send emails to the list. This would also seem an opportune moment to kindly 

remind anyone who has not yet paid their membership fees for the year to please do so. 

Finally, the FSDR is conducting a survey to improve our communications and outreach, and 

would love your input! The survey can be found here. 

On behalf of the board, we hope that you are all staying healthy and safe! 

Sincerely, 

Christopher Chagnon 

Editor 

W 

mailto:unipid-info@helsinki.fi
mailto:kehitystutkimuksen-seura@helsinki.fi
mailto:fsdr-list@kehitystutkimus.fi
mailto:fsdr-list@kehitystutkimus.fi
mailto:info@kehitystutkimus.fi
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfl0zI-2BMWvmO7leNpxHbf4S9TKlbRrr4yX6lsgQmu7EV9jQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfl0zI-2BMWvmO7leNpxHbf4S9TKlbRrr4yX6lsgQmu7EV9jQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
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FSDR News 

 

The 2021 – 2022 FSDR Board 
 

The FSDR Annual Meeting was held on February 25, 2021, and a new board was 

elected for the 2021 – 2022 year. Welcome to the new board! The members are: 

Ilona Steiler (HY), Chair     Mira Käkönen (HY), Vice Chair 

Meeri Tiensuu (UniPID), Secretary  Katriina Huttunen (HY), Treasurer 

Johanna Kivimäki (UniPID)   Christopher Chagnon (HY) 

Bonn Juego (JYU)      Antti Autio (HY) 

Eeva Mäkinen (Girls in the Lead)   Anna Salmivaara (HY) 

Barry Gills (HY)     Karim Maiche (TUNI) 

Tiina Seppälä (LY)      Anna Heikkinen (HY) 

Violeta Gutierrez Zamora (UEF)   Omotomilola Ikotun (UEF) 

Ayonghe Akonwi (LY)    Linda Annala (Hanken) 

Henri Onodera (HY)    Joonas Uotinen (UTU) 

 

NorDev 2021 
 

The Nordic Development Research Conference (NorDev) is being hosted by the 

University of Jyväskylä and will be held online on June 21 – 22. More information 

can be found on the conference website. We hope to (remotely) see you there! 

 

https://www.jyu.fi/en/congress/nordic-development-research


 

FSDR Newsletter Vol. 8 June 2021  4 | P a g e  

 

Development Day 2021 Recap 

 
Moderators and participants of the opening roundtable, in alphabetical order of surname, left to right, top to bottom: 

Ayonghe Akonwi, Christopher Chagnon, Barry Gills, Bonn Juego, Tiina Kontinen, Elina Oinas. 

evelopment Day 2021 was held on February 12, 2021 online with the 

theme of “COVID-19 Pandemic and Development Research: Ways 

Forward?”. The event consisted of a welcome from then FSDR Chair 

Henri Onodera, an opening speech from Professor Anja Nygren, a roundtable 

discussion, followed by two parallel sessions, and finished with a summary 

roundtable discussion. The video of the opening panel can be found on the 

FSDR YouTube Channel.  

The opening roundtable was eponymous with the conference – “COVID-19 

Pandemic and Development Research: Ways Forward?” It featured panelists 

Barry Gills (Professor, University of Helsinki), Bonn Juego (University Teacher, 

University of Jyväskylä), Tiina Kontinen (Associate Professor, University of 

Jyväskylä), and Elina Oinas (Professor, University of Helsinki). It was moderated by 

FSDR board members Christopher Chagnon (PhD Candidate, University of 

Helsinki) and Ayonghe Akonwi (PhD Candidate, University of Lapland). The 

panel opened with Christopher Chagnon giving a welcoming speech which 

focused on how a year of pandemic has changed peoples outlooks, but also 

how many of the fundamental issues in the world have remained the same, and 

introducing the speakers.  

D 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIlzBUFSLCjAWj7ksHUdlrw
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 Barry Gills discussed how the pandemic has opened up people’s eyes to 

the possibilities for change, and how drastic change is needed to head 

off a climate catastrophe. He brought up that researchers and 

academics need to engage in critique for change, not simply for the sake 

of critique.  

 Bonn Juego discussed how we need to fight back against the logic of 

competitiveness that is forced upon us and the world. That this 

competition is just making the world worse – it hurts the individual with 

overwork, it commoditizes social relations, it frames development as 

creating new centers of competition and exploitation rather than of 

wellbeing. He said that we need to act in solidarity if we have any hope 

of sustaining the momentum to decolonize and diversify development 

studies – and to do that, we need to get rid of the scarcity mindset and 

rethink distribution.  

 Tiina Kontinen talked about how covid has exacerbated inequalities in 

global education and created new ones. How in the many places in the 

world where there is no possibility for internet connectivity or remote 

learning, children are losing out on vital years of education. Lockdowns 

have forced children to drop out of school and enter the workforce to 

support their families, and domestic and sexual violence has increased. 

However, these dire situations have also led to new and innovative ways 

of delivering education and passing on skills in places without formal 

education, and these can help shape new ways to tackle educational 

inequality. 

  Elina Oinas talked about the need for development studies, because it 

brings together varied approaches to tackle complex and 

interconnected problems. This is especially important because other 

disciplines, especially in the hard sciences, can tend to look at issues as 

disconnected and from a single viewpoint. She talked about how there 

needs to be a balance between the development optimism to help the 

world, but that it cannot be above criticism or exclusionary. How we need 

to find ways of being in better harmony with the world and other species, 

even technological ways. 
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The first parallel session was “Covid 19-pandemic and development research”. It 

featured speakers Yahia Benyamina (PhD Candidate, University of Oran & 

University of Tampere), Salla Sariola (Finnish Academy Research Fellow, University 

of Helsinki) and Tuija Veintie (Postdoctoral Researcher, University of Helsinki). It 

was moderated by Marjaana Jauhola (University Lecturer, University of Helsinki). 

The session served as a safe space for people to openly share the difficulties, 

frustrations, and fears that the pandemic has brought into their research and 

their lives. 

 Yahia Benyamina talked about his journey doing a PhD and having a 

scholarship during the pandemic, referring to a research process where all 

of the research data was already collected. Raising a positive experience 

of being able to reflect on the existing data and write. 

 Salla Sairola talked about her research and how previous research on 

vaccines and political economy are impacting the current pandemic 

situation, and the need to be both a researcher and an activist at the 

same time. 

 Tuija Venitie talked about switching to remote research from face-to-face 

research in Amazonia, and the impacts of covid on a project, even with 

much of the data having previously been collected. 
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The second parallel session was “Visions and ways forward for the post-

pandemic future”. It featured Speakers: Maria Fernanda Gebara (Research 

activist and social anthropologist), Mary Menton (Research Fellow, University of 

Sussex), and Mathew Bukhi Mabele (Postdoc and Lecturer, University of 

Dodoma). It was moderated by Sabaheta Ramcilovik-Suominen (Academy of 

Finland Research Fellow, Natural Resources Institute Finland). The speakers are all 

research activists who fight injustice, discrimination, and violence with their work. 

Focusing on people impacted by extractivist practices, in many forms – violence 

against nature, life, land, biodiversity, identities, cultures, human bodies. They 

discussed environmental and land defenders who are being attacked and 

killed. On the positive side, as we face the consequences of the modern system, 

people in all fields are questioning business as usual and seeking alternatives. 

The session focused on alternative ways of operating and alternative ways of 

being in the world: respect for other human beings and other-than-human-

beings; relationality; reciprocity; redistribution of wealth and power; and 

degrowth. 

 Maria Fernanda Gebara drew from indigenous ontologies of the 

Amazonia region and made the point that there is a need to rethink 

hegemonic anthropocentric knowledge systems and attitudes. As well 

as ways of coproduction of knowledge with indigenous communities. 

 Mary Menton discussed that intersectional decolonial approaches are 

needed to tackle issues of justice and ultimately the environment.  

 Mathew Bukhi Mabele described how ideas and concepts like 

convivial conservation and Ubuntu are being translated into practice. 

The closing discussion featured Christopher Chagnon, Marjaana Jauhola, and 

Sabaheta Ramcilovik-Suominen, and was moderated by Henri Onodera. The 

discussion reviewed the contributions and discussions of each of the sessions 

from the day. 
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Annual report 2020 Excerpts 
 

If you would like a full copy of the report, please email info@kehitystutkimus.fi 

Members  
 

During the year 2020 the membership fee was paid by 75 members, of which 29 

were students. 

Cooperation with members and organisations  
 

The Master’s award in development studies was on hold in 2020 following the 

UniPID (Universities’ Partnership for International Development) board’s decision 

to prioritize and reorganize the use of the network’s resources. UniPID and FSDR 

organized a meeting in October, where both the FSDR Board and UniPID Board 

members were present, to plan the reorganization of the award. The 

administration and selection processes of the award had to be lightened to 

enable the continuation of the activity. On the basis of the discussion a proposal 

was drafted, presented and accepted by the boards of UniPID and FSDR in their 

last meetings of the year. A slightly renewed competition for the Master’s award 

in development studies will be organized again in 2021. The DocNet 

(Development Research Doctoral Network) activities were on hold in 2020, with 

the exception of the DocShop workshop organized by FSDR and UH Global 

Development Studies and funded by UniPID in February. The DocShop 2020 was 

titled “Data in Development Research” and it was organised as a pre-

conference workshop of the Development Days 2020 Conference on 26.2.2020. 

There were in total 15 participants in the DocShop from different Finnish 

universities. To plan the reorganization of DocNet, UniPID and FSDR organized a 

meeting in September, where both the FSDR Board and UniPID Board members 

were present. The administration processes of DocNet had to be lightened to 

enable the continuation of the activity. On the basis of the discussion a proposal 

was drafted, presented and accepted by the boards of UniPID and FSDR in their 

last meetings of the year. A renewed DocNet network will be re-launched in 

mailto:info@kehitystutkimus.fi
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2021. Nordic Development Research Conference will be organized in June 2021. 

Ilona Steiler from FSDR has been an active member of the planning group. The 

conference is organized jointly by the FSDR, the Danish Association of 

Development Researchers in Denmark, the Norwegian Association for 

Development Research, the Swedish Development Research Network, and the 

University of Jyväskylä. In 2020, FSDR continued to be a member of the The 

Federation of Finnish Learned Societies (TSV).  

Studia Generalia  
 

The FSDR organized the Studia Generalia lecture series for the third time in 2020. 

The main purpose of this series was to increase knowledge sharing, mutual 

learning and bridge building between professional development practitioners 

and researchers. Most importantly to the researchers, it provided an opportunity 

to disseminate research findings directly to the Finnish Ministry for Foreign Affairs 

(MFA) staff and to reflect them jointly. To this end, an open call for proposals was 

announced and circulated via FSDR-mailing list in January 2020. On these basis, 

the MFA commissioned three interactive sessions of 1,5 -2 hours. Due to the 

covid-19 outbreak, the beginning of the lectures was postponed from February 

to May and were organized in online format. The series included three 

contributions: Professor Emeritus, UNESCO Chair Heikki Lyytinen Inclusive Literacy 

to All - Kattava lukutaito kaikille: GraphoGame -teknologia peruslukutaidon 

mahdollistajana Sambiassa (14 May); Professor Irmeli Mustalahti & Ph.D 

candidate/consultant Pamela White: Human Relations and Capabilities in 

Development Cooperation: Lessons learnt from two research projects (17 

September) and professor Petri Pellikka: Land use change impacts to ecosystem 

services in Africa, case study Taita Taveta, Kenya (27 November). The total cost 

of the series for the MFA was 2300 euros.  
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External and internal communications  
 

Like everything else in the world, FSDR communications were impacted by the 

Covid-19 pandemic in 2020. However, there were positive changes and bright 

spots overall. A Communications Working Group convened to share 

responsibilities for various tasks and channels of communication. Ayonge Akonwi 

established and took charge of the FSDR Twitter account. Christopher Chagnon 

continued as editor of the newsletter and custodian of the mailing list. Henri 

Onodera took charge of the website. Meeri Tiensuu took charge of all internal 

communications, scheduling of meetings, and ensuring smooth communication 

and follow up of issues raised at meetings. For the purposes of internal 

communications, Meeri Tiensuu established a shared digital, and GDPR 

compliant, workspace where the documents are stored. Additionally, the main 

email address to coordinate the communications was established 

(info@kehitystutkimus.fi). Following the trial run of the FSDR newsletter, the group 

decided, with approval of the board, to shift the focus and frequency of the 

newsletter. Given that many of the functions and sections of the initial newsletter 

were overlapping with the UniPID newsletter, it seemed a better use of energy 

and resources to focus on FSDR-specific news, events, and writing. As such, the 

plan is for the newsletter to be released three to four times per year, generally 

aligning with major FSDR events (Development Days/New Board Elections, 

Summer Picnic, and Policy Dialogue). The decision was made to launch the new 

version of the membership newsletter with the Development Days 2021, 

because so many events were canceled in 2020. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@kehitystutkimus.fi
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Articles and Editorials 

 

Finland’s Missed Opportunity to Save the World 
 

 

By Christopher Chagnon, Editor, FSDR Board Member 

 

The opinions expressed in this article are strictly those of the author. 

here are a lot of things I really appreciate and love about Finland, but 

reading about how Finland could have changed the course of the 

pandemic, but chose not to in order to support huge pharmaceutical 

companies, really infuriated me. In May 2020, a group of the top Finnish 

virologists and immunologists had developed a vaccine based on open-source 

information which had undergone some lab trials and was at a stage for 

widespread trials. The vaccine required minimal-to-no refrigeration; was 

administered via nasal spray; and seemed to actually kill the virus in some cases 

in trials (rather than making someone immune, but still potentially a carrier, as 

most vaccines do).  

They wanted to make it open source, so that any facility around the world could 

manufacture it without paying for patents (which, of course, would massively 

speed up immunizations globally). They funded the early stages by redirecting 

funds from projects that were stopped because of the pandemic, so weren't 

T 

https://jacobinmag.com/2021/02/finland-vaccine-covid-patent-ip?fbclid=IwAR0TNcsrv5c_p5zboCPYw7wtlKTaZL4mc5r5SMiblOT-htLNiEI_OCZ8azI
https://jacobinmag.com/2021/02/finland-vaccine-covid-patent-ip?fbclid=IwAR0TNcsrv5c_p5zboCPYw7wtlKTaZL4mc5r5SMiblOT-htLNiEI_OCZ8azI
https://jacobinmag.com/2021/02/finland-vaccine-covid-patent-ip?fbclid=IwAR0TNcsrv5c_p5zboCPYw7wtlKTaZL4mc5r5SMiblOT-htLNiEI_OCZ8azI
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taking any extra government money to get started. They asked for $50 million to 

hold widespread trials and start production - and the Finnish government said 

no, and opted to still spend somewhere in the range of $250 million paying for 

(potentially less effective) proprietary vaccines from big pharmaceutical 

companies (based on government statistics on procurement and leaked info on 

the negotiated prices).  

Keep in mind - the US government gave Moderna $2.5 billion, and the Germans 

gave private companies around $750 million to develop vaccines. Finland has 

gone into about $18 billion in debt during the crisis; $50 million is 0.28% of that 

debt - a drop in the bucket. Even assuming a serious jump to ramp it up to 

production (keep in mind, the people who developed it are already employed 

by state-funded universities full time, so aren't drawing more salary or anything), 

wouldn't it still be worth it to do?  

From a moral standpoint (and Finland always tries to be a scrupulously honest 

actor on the global stage), isn't developing an open-source vaccine that 

people around the world can produce and collaborate on making updates for 

variants (thus potentially knocking out the virus much faster around the globe) 

the right thing to do for humanity?  

From an economic standpoint - seeing how slow the rollout has been here 

because of supply problems, and still slowly emerging from a lockdown with 

summer coming - wouldn't having a domestic vaccine and production help get 

out of/avoid lockdowns (and better tackle variants) and allow businesses to stay 

open/people to go back to work safely, thus being a pretty good boon for the 

economy? 

But, no. Instead the state-paid scientists were told that they couldn't get funding, 

and told they should start their own business to get venture capitalists to fund 

the trials and production. But, spoiler alert, venture capitalists don't want to 

support pharmaceuticals that don't keep the IP and say they would sell the 

vaccine doses at production cost. So, it is sad, but no surprise, to see that the 

company the scientists founded is still struggling to get funding for something 

that could literally save millions of lives. 

https://thl.fi/en/web/infectious-diseases-and-vaccinations/what-s-new/coronavirus-covid-19-latest-updates/transmission-and-protection-coronavirus/vaccines-and-coronavirus/arranging-covid-19-vaccinations-in-finland?fbclid=IwAR04mROhD_LUBWO525qaN24qH7elm3wwbm-P0GmN8UX2ixX0Z0IR6DUrq3k
https://fortune.com/2020/12/18/how-much-europe-will-pay-each-covid-19-vaccine/?fbclid=IwAR1gP-GjdR_ll_wUENbAE4qfrYpkjEbYBe_8uDisXxMM-zP3C8-n_pxqgg8
https://fortune.com/2020/12/18/how-much-europe-will-pay-each-covid-19-vaccine/?fbclid=IwAR1gP-GjdR_ll_wUENbAE4qfrYpkjEbYBe_8uDisXxMM-zP3C8-n_pxqgg8
https://yle.fi/uutiset/osasto/news/future_of_finlands_covid_nasal_spray_vaccine_uncertain/11921318
https://yle.fi/uutiset/osasto/news/future_of_finlands_covid_nasal_spray_vaccine_uncertain/11921318
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In the end, instead of Finland producing vaccines domestically to meet 

demand (not to mention playing an integral part in the global struggle against 

covid), they're giving hundreds of millions of dollars to big pharmaceutical 

companies which keep putting Finland on the back burner for receiving already 

agreed upon doses. 

As I sit here in privilege in Finland, awaiting my big pharma vaccinaton, I can 

only watch the horrific global death toll mount, and angrily wonder how many 

lives could STILL be saved by an open source Finnish vaccine.  


